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President’s Corner
Greetings, and welcome to the newsletter for
High Desert Chapter. We are pleased to
introduce our new editor, Stacey Piper, as we
publish her first issue. It’s nice to be back after a
lengthy hiatus. We are looking forward to
sharing our many activities with you all. Our
dynamic new slate of officers was sworn in at our
July meeting, and this year promises to be an
exciting one in the life of our chapter.

was great to hear from this promising young lady.

August brought the CDFM course to Edwards,
and the classroom was overflowing with
attendees from Edwards AFB and surrounding
military installations. Eleven High Desert Chapter
members took the CDFM course right here at
Edwards, and every one of them passed. What a
great achievement! We are looking forward to
hosting the Module Four course in December
and will again offer testing on-site. Kudos go
It has been a busy year for our chapter. Last
spring several of our members participated in the out to High Desert Chapter members Kathleen
Relay for Life, during which we raised $3,453 for Augustine and Sheri Pflum for the fantastic
snacks they provided the participants – what a
the American Cancer Society. Special
recognition goes to Rebecca Pease, who raised a spread! And Kathleen’s thoughtfulness in
whopping $2,000 herself. High Desert Chapter providing our visitors restaurant suggestions and
ideas for things to see made their visit to
has participated in this important charity event
Edwards especially pleasant.
for the last several years, raising a total of
$38,853 during that period. We are grateful to
Heading into Fall, we are ramping up our plans to
Toni Sandelli for spearheading this event every
co-host PDI 2012 which will be held just down
year.
the highway in Anaheim. Our two committee
chairpersons, Sheri Pflum and Joe Montez, have
Thanks also go to Nancy Wachter and her
Scholarship Committee for their tireless work in been attending meetings and bringing back inadvertising our scholarships and evaluating the formation to our members. We are looking
forward to being a part of this important
applicants. We awarded two scholarships this
conference and can’t wait for May 2012 to come
year for $500 each to two extremely deserving
young ladies. The Chapter was honored to have around.
Scholarship Recipient Nicole Fields present at
our June meeting, when we presented her check Enjoy the fresh new look of our newsletter and
congratulate our editor Stacey when you see her!
and listened to her speak of her past
achievements as well as her future plans. We
were thrilled to hear that Ms. Fields had also
been selected as a Gates Millennium Scholar.
This scholarship will provide funding support for
Sharon Hayes, ASMC President
her undergraduate through doctoral studies. It
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Meet the Board
Sharon Hayes, President
Sheri Pflum, 1st VP (Membership)
Kathleen Augus ne, 2nd VP (Programs)
SSgt. Jakob Won, 3rd VP (Nomina ons)
Maria BridgeoThompson, Secretary
Rebecca Pease, Treasurer
Karen Taccone, Events Coordinator
(not pictured)
From Left: Sharon Hayes, Sheri Pflum, Rebecca Pease, Maria
BridgeoThompson, SSgt. Jakob Won, Kathleen Augustine

Hi, I’m Kathleen Augustine.

Currently, I'm 2nd Vice‐President (Programs). I've been working
in FM and at Edwards since June 2003; 8 glorious years. I joined
ASMC a year later in June 2004. It appears that June is the happening month for me and my career here at Edwards
because it was June 2010 that I earned CDFM. Other than the 2nd V.P., I served as Events Coordinator for several
years, which I thoroughly enjoyed.

All eight years have been in building 2800; the Financial Management Oﬃce. I currently work with Ms. Sheri Pflum and
Ms. Candy Good in the FM Center Senior Func onal Oﬃce; previously I've worked in Military Pay, Travel Pay and the
NAFFA Oﬃce. It truly has been a great eight years.
I started on the road with ASMC because I wanted to connect with others in the FM arena; I wanted to know what
others were doing and what it took to get there; someone once told me that ASMC was the way to do it. If you want to
be a millionaire have lunch with one, ask ques ons and learn; if you want to be great engineer ask one at Edwards how
s/he did it; but if you want to be in FM un l you become that millionaire go to an ASMC mee ng. Opportunity to meet
others in the FM arena awaits you!

Hi, I’m Rebecca Pease.

I started working at Edwards for the Air Force Audit Agency
(AFAA) in December 2002. I joined ASMC in 2005 to meet others
in the financial field as AFAA was pre y isolated from the rest of the base. I thought it would be nice to meet people
without audi ng them!

In 2007, I got ambi ous and decided to chair the Nomina ng Commi ee for the High Desert Chapter, which then led to
me running for what was at the me 2nd Vice President of Ways and Means (now 3rd Vice President of Nomina ons),
and tackling the major revision of our Chapter Cons tu on and By‐Laws to get them in line with ASMC Headquarters. I
also switched jobs that year to a Budget Analyst, which had a very steep and rewarding learning curve. The
overachiever that I am, I ALSO ran for Chief Financial Oﬃcer of my Homeowners Associa on (HOA), which was a 2 year
commitment.
By 2008, I realized I had taken on too much and did not re‐run for a posi on on the High Desert Chapter Execu ve
Board, although I stayed ac ve in the Scholarship and Nomina ng Commi ees. I am now a Funds Manager, and while
I'm s ll learning a lot, the learning curve is never quite as steep as it is when first entering the Budget arena. I have also
been oﬀ of the HOA Board for a couple years, so things have been se ling down. I felt it was me to step up again to
serve on the Execu ve Board of the ASMC High Desert Chapter, this me as Treasurer. I have big ideas for the future,
and while it will take some me to set up and implement, I see great things happening with this Board!
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PDI Countdown
Where: ANAHEIM
When: 30 May - 1 Jun
Registration: Feb 2012

Who:
All FMers Encouraged!
Attend an ASMC meeting
for details.

Fall 2011

Membership
35 ac ve local members
28 ac ve na onal members
new members
Jul 0
Aug 0
Sep 1

National Membership

Help!
We are looking for
volunteers to staff the
event, which raises
funds for our chapter!
Please join the fun!

More info:

PDI 2012

www.pdi2012.org

Na onal membership costs $26 annually or $75 for three years.
Sign up and pay online at h p://www.asmconline.org/membership/.

Local Membership

Local membership costs $10 annually and can be paid several years at a me.
We gladly accept cash or check. If you plan to pay by check, please make your
payment out to "High Desert Chapter, ASMC". You can give your local
membership payment to any ASMC board member.
Our local chapter meets on the third Wednesday of each month during lunch
hour and we always have exci ng speakers with topics rela ve to the financial
management community.

Why Join?

The PDI Chairperson for
High Desert Chapter is
Sheri Pflum.

Joining the ASMC is an investment in yourself, your professional development
and your career. As an ASMC member, you have the opportunity to network
with the local and global community of defense resource management
personnel. Regardless of where you are in your career, ASMC membership
oﬀers many paths and opportuni es to learn from and interact with your
colleagues in ways that will help you meet your professional goals.

The Na onal Professional Development
Ins tute (PDI) is the premier training event
of the American Society of Military
Comptrollers. Each year, more than 3300
resource managers in the Department of
Defense and US Coast Guard converge for a
three day event whose objec ve is to
enhance skills and abili es that personnel in the financial and resource management community must possess to meet the
challenges of today's defense financial management. The PDI focus is on educa on and training, with more than 20 hours of
educa onal sessions and speakers, and the ability to earn up to 26 CPE.
SOURCE: www.pdi2012.org
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Monthly Meeting Activities
July
In 2011 we gave two $500 scholarships to high school
seniors enrolling in college to study business related fields.
One of our scholarship winners, Nichole Fields, a ended
the ASMC membership mee ng in July with her parents.
Nichole graduated from Pete Knight High School in
Palmdale, CA and was a recipient of a Bill and Melinda
Gates Millennium Scholarship. Nichole was asked to tell
the group how she got the scholarship.

August
CDFM (Cer fied Defense Financial Manager) instructors took a
break from class to brief us FMers on the benefits of achieving
cer fica on. Modules 1, 2, and 3 of the CDFM examina on
cover a broad spectrum of financial management in 12 core
competencies. Module 4, which is op onal, covers 10 competencies
with a focus on acquisi on. The instructors also spoke about the
opportunity for each ASMC member to volunteer, network, ini ate
chapter ac vi es, and provide charitable ac vi es to our community. Five Star Recogni on is
awarded to ASMC chapters that exemplify these quali es.
September
Mr. David Stem and Mr. Thomas O’Hara from the Air Force Cost Analysis Agency (AFCAA)
visited the AFFTC to meet with our CTF’s and discuss the role of the AFCAA and why it
was/is important to gather the appropriate test data to help with their mission:
To provide quality analysis for Air Force aircra on weapon programs in
support of eﬀec ve and mely financial decisions, thereby enhancing
warfigh ng capabili es and maximizing resources.
Mr. Stem presented that same briefing to ASMC. During the presenta on Mr. Stem gave
examples of how the AFCAA used test data they had gathered from F‐22 and Navy F‐18 E/F programs to evaluate JSF
program es mates. AFCAA was able to influence AF leadership and the Program Oﬃce to change their cost and sched‐
ule es mates. The JSF contractor had an overly op mis c test schedule and the AFCAA challenged that schedule
based on data. The contractor lengthened the test schedule because of the AFCAA analysis.
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Member Meeting Minutes
JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.
2.
3.
4.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Call to Order: 1130
Old Business: None
Installa on of new oﬃcers
Approval of minutes
Treasurer’s Report:
EFCU as of 31 May
• Checking $914.80
• Savings $4,252.25
• Money Market $5,876.82
PFCU CD as of 16 Apr (Quarterly)
• $11,662.18
6. PDI 2012
Chairperson: Sheri Pflum
Transporta on: Joe Montes
• Co‐chairs needed for
commi ees. Na onal will pay
lodging fees.
• 6+ people needed for
administra ve du es
• 10 add’l people promised to
provide other support.
• Chapter to decide how to fund
volunteers.
7. Fundraisers: Chapter unable to
par cipate in 4th of July fundraiser
on base. Send sugges ons or
fundraiser packages to SSgt Won or
Kathleen Augus ne. Info for Fall
Fes val forthcoming.
8. New Business: Not discussed
9. Charity: Grace Resources Center
volunteers needed for Wed, 20 July
2011.
10.Training: CDFM training 15‐19 Aug.
Tes ng set for Sat 20 Aug. Anyone
enrolled in the class are eligible to
test.
11.Speaker: Scholarship Recipient,
Nicole Fields. Ms. Fields graduated
from William J (Pete) Knight High
School in Palmdale, California, and
was selected as a Gates Millennium
Scholar. Gates scholarship will
provide Ms. Fields funding support
for undergraduate through doctor‐
al programs.
12.Mee ng Adjourned: 1244

Call to Order: 1150
Old Business: None
Approval of minutes
Treasurer’s Report:
EFCU as of 31 Jul
• Checking $1,454.95
• Savings $2,360.30
• Money Market $5,878.29
PFCU as of 16 Jul
• Dividends $336.21
• Savings $1.73
• Money Market $11,805.46
5. PDI 2012: June 2012, Anaheim, CA.
S ll seeking volunteers!
6. Fundraisers: Not discussed.
7. New Business: Not discussed
8. Charity: Not discussed.
9. Training: Not discussed.
10.Speaker: CDFM instructors, Mr.
Atkins and Mr. Mullvane.
• Mr. Atkins spoke about ASMC, Five
Star Recogni on Award, and how
each member can volunteer,
network, create chapter ac vi es
and provide charitable assistance
to community. We as members,
groom our younger students for
future leadership posi ons, and
oﬀer various methods to serve our
community.
• Mr. Mullvane spoke about
Appropria on Law‐‐Purpose, Time,
and Amount; necessary spend
doctrine must pass all three tests.
Addi onally, Mr. Mullvane gave
thanks and kudos to Ms. Augus ne
for providing service above and
beyond all expecta ons; using her
as a good example of good
leadership and member
involvement to make events
happen successfully.
11.Mee ng Adjourned: 1225

Call to Order: 1150
Old Business: None
Approval of minutes
Treasurer’s Report:
EFCU as of 31 Aug
• Checking $1,536.14
• Savings $2,360.60
• Money Market $5,878.04
PFCU as of 16 Jul
• Dividends $336.21
• Savings $1.73
• Money Market $11,805.46
5. PDI 2012: S ll seeking volunteers!
Because our chapter is co‐hos ng
the event, our volunteers who
work at PDI will raise funds for our
chapter!
6. Fundraisers: Not discussed.
7. New Business: Not discussed.
8. Charity: Grace resources event
next Wednesday.
9. Training: Ms. Augus ne provided
results for those individuals who
par cipated in CDFM exams. First
me tes ng was accomplished at a
base level. Individuals perform
be er on all tests a er a ending
40‐hour class; all tests are 2 hours
long / 80 ques ons each. Edwards
AFB had 100 percent pass rate for
those who took the exams: 11
individuals total, plus one in
wai ng un l comple ng 2 years of
experience. Next CDFM class is
scheduled for 7 – 8 December
2011; Acquisi on level (CDFM‐A);
tes ng takes place on last day of
class for $50.00.
10.Speaker: Mr. David Stern and Mr.
Thomas O’Hara provided a
presenta on on AFCAA/FMA Cost
Es mates: Developing be er tools
for forecas ng to make reasonable
es mates.
11.Mee ng Adjourned: 1235
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Training
Upcoming Classes:
CDFM Module 4—Acquisi on Business Management (CDFM 4)
7‐8 December
0800 ‐ 1600
BLDG 2453 Room 110
This op onal module deals with the rules governing acquisi on of major defense sys‐
tems. Candidates enrolled in the CDFM Program will take the basic three modules and
become CDFM, and those who elect to take and then pass the op onal fourth module
examina on will become CDFM with Acquisi on Specialty.
Financial Management Excel 2007 (FMEXCEL2007)
30 Nov ‐ 1 Dec
This course focuses on Microso Excel tools specifically tailored for FM use.

CDFM Achievements
Tes ng was conducted at Edwards on August 20th, resul ng in 100% pass rate! High Desert
Chapter congratulates the 11 new CDFM’s that proved the Edwards team aims high. The fol‐
lowing are all CDFM’s from Edwards.
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Charities
A Feast for Thanksgiving Eve
Thanksgiving is just around the corner and with it comes “A Feast for
Thanksgiving Eve” at Grace Resource Center in Lancaster. Last month
we served 228 hot meals to many of the men, women and children of
the Antelope Valley. It’s expected that many more will come out of
the cold and enjoy a hot meal and a me of fellowship on Thanksgiv‐
ing eve. In prepara on, we have collected toiletry items to be
passed out by some of the youth of Rosamond. In addi onal some
ROTC members from Edwards High School will make and serve
Thanksgiving cupcakes. To add a more fes ve feel we’ll decorate the
tables with pumpkins to be taken home, some will return to the
streets. For a short me on Thanksgiving eve we’ll do our best to pro‐
vide a warm and welcoming haven for dinner on Thanksgiving Eve.
Volunteers welcome!

Upcoming Events
• 16 Nov General Meeting

• 22 Nov Cupcakes Deadline

• 23 Nov Grace Resources
Dinner
• 29 Nov Gift Wrapping Party

• 3 Dec

Christmas Elves
Decorating

• 6 Dec

Executive Board
Meeting

• 14 Dec

General Meeting

• 4 Jan

Executive Board
Meeting

• 18 Jan

General Meeting

• Feb

PDI Registration

Kathleen Augus ne, VP Programs

Scholarships
Toni Culver, Kathleen Augus ne and Rebecca Pease have been schol‐
arship commi ee members for last several years and have worked
very hard to get local high school students to apply for our
scholarships.
The one area that we s ll need to work on is the ASMC Member
Con nuing Educa on Scholarship. We oﬀer a $500 scholarship to an
ASMC member pursuing a degree in a business or resource
management field. The applicant must have been a member of our
ASMC chapter for two years. The winner can compete at the Na onal
ASMC level for one of fi een scholarships.
Kathleen Augus ne won a Na onal Scholarship several years ago.
Unfortunately, we have not had any applicants for this scholarship
since 2008. We send out the criteria in January every year and we
would love to give a scholarship to a local member.

Fall 2011

• 30 May PDI Anaheim

Nancy Wachter, Scholarship Chairman
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